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Message Text 


SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 303250 
ORIGIN AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DODE-OO PM-04 SSO-OO SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 INRE-00 L-03 PRS-01 NSCE-00 NSC-05 
/044R 

DRAFTED BY AF/E:RCASTRODALE:JJ 
APPROVED BY AF:WESCHAUFELE 
AF/E:RSPOST 
DOD:SCHARLES 

000212 /62 

OR 14231 3Z DEC 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI IMMEDIATE 
INFO CINCUSNAVEUR LONDON UK 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GE 
USS GUAM 

SECRET STATE 303250 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: PFOR, MILL US, KE, TZ 

SUBJECT: VIOLATION OF TANZANIAN AIRSPACE 

REF: A. NAIROBI 13998 B. DAR ES SALAAM 4567 

DEPARTMENT CONCURS WITH OPINIONS REFTELS THAT WE SAY 
NOTHING REGARDING AIRSPACE VIOLATION UNLESS WE ARE 
CONTACTED BY TANGOV. FOLLOWING PRESS GUIDANCE HAS BEEN 
PREPARED ON IF ASKED BASIS ONLY IN THE EVENT THAT THE 
INCIDENT BECOMES PUBLIC: 

QUESTION: DID U.S. PLANES VIOLATE TANZANIAN AIRSPACE 
DURING THE RECENT KENYA FLY-BY? (SPOKESMAN WILL TAKE THE 
QUESTION. WE WILL THEN INFORM THE TANZANIAN GOVERNMENT 
OF OUR FINDINGS BEFORE REPORTING BACK TO THE PRESS.) 

ANSWER: WE HAVE LEARNED THAT A U.S. MARINE CORPS HELI- 
COPTER BASED ABOARD THE USS GUAM STRAYED INTO TANZANIAN 
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AIRSPACE DURING A SUPPORT FLIGHT FROM NAIROBI TO MOMBASA 
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ON DECEMBER 1 1 . THE PILOT MISTOOK THE ARUSHA BEACON FOR 
A BEACON IN KENYA. ON DISCOVERING HIS ERROR IN NAVIGATION, 

HE IMMEDIATELY PROCEEDED BACK TO KENYA AND LANDED IN 
MOMBASA. WE REGRET THAT THIS CASE OF SIMPLE NAVIGATIONAL 
ERROR BY A PILOT UNFAMILIAR WITH THE TERRAIN RESULTED IN 

A COMPLETELY UNINTENTIONAL VIOLATION OF TANZANIAN 
AIRSPACE. KISSINGER 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INSTRUCTIONS, AIRSPACE VIOLATIONS, HELICOPTERS, THE PRESS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 14 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: ElyME 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976STATE303250 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: RCASTRODALE:JJ 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: XI 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760460-0889 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 243/aaaablgn. tel 

Line Count: 69 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN AF 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 NAIROBI 13998 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ElyME 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 9 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <1 5 SEP 2004 by ElyME> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: VIOLATION OF TANZANIAN AIRSPACE 
TAGS: PFOR, MILI, US, KE, TZ 
To: DAR ES SALAAM NAIROBI 
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